Minnesota Decoy & Wildfowl
Carving Club

The meeting was called to order by President
Steve and a motion was made and passed to ac-
cept the minutes of the May 2008 meeting.

Bruce reported the balance

as $4524.28. Bruce expressed concern about
publishing our treasurer’s report on our website.
We are a non-profit status organization and the
website can be viewed by anyone. A motion was

made and passed to continue the treasurer’s report

in the newsletter to members, but not to publish it
on the website.

Nothing to report

Todd reported 2 new books for our

library: 1) Shorebird Carving by Rosalyn Leach
Daisey 2) a book on gunning decoys.

—Tom Flem-

ming has started a sign-up sheet for volunteers on
the two weekends of Aug. 8-10, 15-17. Sign up

early and often. Once again the MDWCC will
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Songbirds were in the spotlight at the May meet-
ing and MDWCC member Vern Ryti spoke about
a subject obviously close to his heart. For several
years Vern has brought to the Show and Tell table
representatives of the non-game avian world— the
Chickadee Check-off critters from line 27 on your
Minnesota state income tax.

Vern brought several pieces that he has done over
the years: House Sparrow, BC Chickadee, RB
Nuthatch, Eastern Bluebird, Avocet, and a couple
of Driver Divers. For most of his bird carvings
Vern creates some kind of habitat. Along with
sometimes having to produce legs and feet, there
can be a lot of work involved in producing these
small pieces. * $ 2

make $1500 for our participation.

Bob Flynn Memorial—it was decided that
the MWDCC would donate to a fund for kids
with learning disabilities that was near and
dear to Bob.

L Tom Flemming talked about
the World Show just held at Ocean City
MD. Steve Froelich also attended the show.

# $
nesota Duck Calls , will talk at our %

$ about Minnesota decoys that are the
subject of his newest book. Doug will be
glad to photograph MDWCC members’ gun-
ning decoys at the meeting. Bring something.
At the % $ we will have a display
of Minnesota antique decoys that members
have in their collections. The making of
turkey box calls will be the subject of our
& $ $ . Steve “take no prisoners”
Stortz will be our speaker that night.

Doug Lodemeier , author of Min-
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Steve Stortz 763.360.8123

, #
Frank Berry 612.724.4188

Bruce Bauer 952.471.9084

Donn Mattsson 952.935.6910

Todd Moucha 952.912.9992
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Marv Meyer 612.861.4616
Jim Bonham 651.748.9234
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Hope Lutheran Church
5728 Cedar Ave. So.
Mpls. MN
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Gadwall drake—cork body . Rooster
pheasant— butternut
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GW Teal pair—w. cedar
L.Billed Curlew— basswood, oils

% -

Wood Duck hen— w. pine, Illinois
style

$

C. Goldeneyes—3 bird rig. Courting
behavior -tupelo, acrylics

=9
Wood Duck head on base
0 _

Canvasback drake— basswood head,
cedar body , oils

0

Box turkey call- Sumac box, cherry
striker

( -
Side pocket woodburning project from 9 D 1
a Kent Duff seminar in 1999. probably in your yard tree in the

last 3 weeks.




Volume 1, Issue 5

#$ 2

Habitat is important when carving songbirds. Visually it seems
just the right touch to show these small birds in a natural set-
ting as Vern had done with a number of his pieces. The Red-
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Breasted Nuthatch in a typical pose for this species. The Black-
capped Chickadee perched on a spruce bough tells us a little
more about this bird.

The all too familiar House Sparrow perched on a tree
limb with his delicate feet lightly supporting him.

Besides talking about carvings Vern brought a number of arti-
cles from the Mpls. Star Tribune that dealt with many of the
non-game birds that live and pass through Minnesota. The
speaker’s enthusiasm for watching and learning about his sub-
jects was infectious as a number of members discussed what
was going on in their own backyards. What with all the scraps
many of us pile up, there has to be a songbird waiting to be
carved in all of our basements.

If not a songbird how about a “Driver Diver”? This whimsical
piece was Vern’s clever and practical use of an old golf club.
Heck, you could call it a “Woodie”.

The “Rig” by Tom Flemming

Below are some snapshots of Tom’s 2008 Common Gold-
eneye rig that he competed with at the World Show this past
April. No cigar, but a heck of an effort. = $ <







